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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 



1 A system for aggregating demand in group-buying sales conducted 

2 across an electronic network, comprising: 

3 a comp uterized facilit y configured to conduct group-buying sales operably 

4 coupled to the electronic network, the computerized facility including specification 

5 software executable on the computerized facility and configured to: 

6 receive item data from a seller that defines a featured item for a first 
'O 7 group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the data over the electronic network to the 



fli 8 computerized facility; / 

m 

IP 9 receive sale data from the seller that provides the seller's directions 

s k0 for the first group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the data over the electronic 

Oil 1 network to the computerized facility; and 



^12 store the received item data and the received sale data in a data 

(=3. ----- - * 

u 13 repository, wherein the computerized facility uses the received sale data in conducting 

pi 4 the first group-buying sale of the featured item defined by the received item data. 

lies.. 

1 2. The system of claim 1 wherein the sale data provides directions for 

2 at least a second group-buying sale for the featured item, the computerized facility further 

3 comprising seller communication software executable on the computerized facility 

4 configured to send the seller status data about the first group-buying sale, wherein the 

5 specification software is further configured to receive update sale data from the seller that 

6 provides updated directions for the second group-buying sale. 

1 3. The system of claim 1 wherein the specification software is further 

2 configured to: 
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3 receive seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides 

4 contact information for the seller; and 

5 store the received seller data in the data repository, wherein the 

6 computerized facility provides the seller with status information about the first group- 

7 buying sale while the first group-buying sale is in progress. 

1 4. The system of claim 1 wherein the received item data includes a 

2 featured item abstract and wherein the computerized facility further comprises 

3 seller/partner filter software executable on the computerized facility and configured to: 

4 receive partner abstract terms and partner display criteria from a partner 
Q 5 site; 

ill 

yl 6 retrieve the featured item abstract from the data repository and compare the 

^; 7 featured item abstract with the partner abstract terms received from the partner site, 

Nl8 wherein the seller/partner filter compares the featured item abstract with the partner 

jji 9 abstract terms according to the partner display criteria; and 

j\10 send data about the featured item to the partner site if the seller/partner 

GJi i filter software identifies a match between the featured item abstract and the partner 

\=% 

q12 abstract terms according to the partner display criteria. 

O 

1 5. The system of claim 1 wherein the specification software is further 

2 configured to receive as item data from the seller a featured item name, a featured item 

3 description, and an image of the featured item. 

1 6. The system of claim 1 wherein the specification software is further 

2 configured to: 

3 receive as item data from the seller a product/service category for the 

4 featured item; and 

5 store received the product/service category for the featured in the data 
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6 repository, wherein the computerized facility arranges displays of featured items for 

7 prospective buyers according to each featured item's product/service category. 

1 7. The system of claim 6 wherein the computerized facility arranges 

2 received featured items and product/service categories in a format organized according to 

3 a tree data structure. 

1 8. The system of claim 1 wherein the sale data received from the seller 

2 by the specification software contains as elements a start date and an end date for the first 

3 group-buying sale of the featured item, an initial price for the featured item in the first 

Q 4 group-buying sale, and a quantity of the featured item available for sale. 

ye 

St 

Qj 1 9. The system of claim 1 wherein the specification software is further 

S1 2 configured to: 

|jf 3 receive seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides 

* 4 contact information for the seller; and 

p 5 store the received seller data in the data repository, wherein the 

j?" 6 computerized facility uses the seller data to communicate buyer information to the seller 

O 7 at the conclusion of the first group-buying sale for the featured item. 

B 

1 10. The system of claim 1 wherein the specification software is further 

2 configured to: 

3 receive seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides 

4 contact information for the seller; 

5 create a seller account for the seller on the computerized facility; and 

6 store data describing the seller account in the data repository. 

1 A system for aggregating demand in group-buying sales conducted 

2 across an electronic network, comprising: 
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3 a featured item set-up module configured to assist sellers provide data that 

4 describes featured items to be sold in group-buying sales conducted on a computerized 

5 system in communication across an electronic network with buyers; 

6 a group-buying set-up module configured to assist the sellers provide data 

7 that directs the computerized system in conducting the group-buying sales for the 

8 featured items; and 

9 an account set-up module configured to allow the sellers establish accounts 
10 with a group-buying sale host associated with the computerized facility. 

1 12. The system of claim 11 wherein the item set-up module, the group- 
ed buying set-up module, and the account set-up module comprise "software modules 
m 3 executable on the computerized facility. 

y =. 

vf. 1 13. The system of claim 1 1, further comprising: 

t £ 

q% 2 an account management module configured to assist the sellers maintain 

j- 3 their accounts on the computerized facility. 

O 

!i: 1 14. The system of claim 1 1, further comprising: 

Ql 

□ 2 a payment services module configured to assist the sellers pay for services 

□ 

3 provided to the sellers by the computerized facility hosting the group-buying sale. 




1 ^5. A system that provides self-service group-buying seller services over 

2 an electronic network, comprising: 

3 a featured item description component configured to receive a seller's 

4 description of a featured item to be sold in a first group-buying sale conducted on a 

5 computerized facility coupled to buyers over the electronic network; and 

6 a sale parameter component configured to receive the seller's instructions 

7 for the group-buying sale and provide the received instructions to the computerized 

8 facility. 
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1 16. The system of claim 15 wherein the seller instructions provide 

2 directions for at least a second group-buying sale for the featured item, the computerized 

3 facility further comprising a seller communication component configured to send the 

4 seller status data about the first group-buying sale, wherein the sale parameter component 

5 is further configured to receive update sale data from the seller that provides updated 

6 directions for the second group-buying sale. 




A system that provides self-service group-buying seller services over 



8 an electronic network, comprising: 

D 9 a first computing system containing software executable on the first 

gilO computing system, wherein the software is configured to: 

~t\ 1 send first data describing a featured item to be sold in a first group- 
Mi 2 buying sale to a second computing system hosting a group-buying sale, wherein the first 
p|l 3 computing system is operably coupled to the second computing system over an electronic 
j\14 network; 

Gil 5 send second data providing instructions for the group-buying sale to 

q16 the second computing system; and 

|^17 receive scheduling data about the group-buying sale from the second 

1 8 computing system. 




A method for aggregating demand in group-buying sales conducted 



2 across an electronic network, comprising: 

3 receiving item data from a seller, the item data defining a featured item for 

4 a first group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the item data over the electronic 

5 network to a computerized facility configured to conduct group-buying sales over the 

6 electronic network; 

7 receiving sale data from the seller, the sale data providing the seller's 
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8 directions for the first group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the sale data over 

9 the electronic network to the computerized facility; and 

10 storing the received item data and the received sale data in a data 

11 repository, wherein the computerized facility uses the received sale data in conducting 

12 the first group-buying sale of the featured item defined by the received item data. 

1 19. The method of claim 18 wherein the received sale data provides 

2 directions for at least a second group-buying sale for the featured item, the method 

3 further comprising: 

4 sending the seller status data about the first group-buying sale, wherein 

5 specification software executable on the computerized facility is configured to receive 

CI 

u% 6 update sale data from the seller that provides updated directions for the second group- 

01: 

7 buying sale. 

si 

uj; 1 20. The method of claim 18 further comprising: 

0 J 2 receiving seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides 

h h 3 contact information for the seller; and 

P 

fj. 4 storing the received seller data in the data repository, wherein the 

pj 5 computerized facility provides the seller with status information about the first group- 

□ 6 buying sale while the first group-buying sale is in progress. 

1 21. The method of claim 18 wherein the received item data includes a 

2 featured item abstract, the method further comprising: 

3 receiving partner abstract terms and partner display criteria from a partner 

4 site; 

5 retrieving the featured item abstract from the data repository and comparing 

6 the featured item abstract with the partner abstract terms received from the partner site, 

7 wherein a seller/partner filter compares the featured item abstract with the partner 
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8 abstract terms according to the partner display criteria; and 

9 sending data about the featured item to the partner site if the seller/partner 

10 filter identifies a match between the featured item abstract and the partner abstract terms 

1 1 according to the partner display criteria. 



1 22. The method of claim 18 wherein the received item data from the 

2 seller includes a featured item name, a featured item description, and an image of the 

3 featured item. 

1 23. The method of claim 18, the method further comprising: 

□ 2 receiving as item data from the seller a product/service category for the 

gl 3 featured item; and 

;f 4 storing received the product/service category for the featured in the data 

y? 

H| 5 repository, wherein the computerized facility arranges displays of featured items for 

n| 6 prospective buyers according to each featured item's product/service category. 

E 

p 1 24. The method of claim 23 wherein the computerized facility arranges 

Ll 

P 2 received featured items and product/service categories in a tree data structure format. 

5 

Pis. 

fa * 1 25. The method of claim 18 wherein the sale data received from the 

2 seller contains as elements a start date and an end date for the first group-buying sale of 

3 the featured item, an initial price for the featured item in the first group-buying sale, and a 

4 quantity of the featured item available for sale, the method further comprising: 

5 conducting the first group-buying sale in the computerized facility using 

6 each element of the sale data. 



1 26. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

2 receiving seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides 

3 contact information for the seller; and 
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4 storing the received seller data in the data repository, wherein the 

5 computerized facility uses the seller data to communicate buyer information to the seller 

6 when the first group-buying sale for the featured item concludes. 

1 27. The method of claim 1 8, further comprising: 

2 receiving seller data from the seller that identifies the seller and provides 

3 contact information for the seller; 

4 creating a seller account for the seller on the computerized facility; and 

5 storing data describing the seller account in the data repository. 

p 1 A method for aggregating demand in group-buying sales conducted 

^ 2 across an electronic network, comprising: 

01 

0i 3 receiving data from sellers that describes featured items to be sold in group- 

4 buying sales conducted on a computerized system in communication across an electronic 

/;* 5 network with buyer computer systems; 

r : 6 receiving data from sellers that directs the computerized system in 

i==i 7 conducting the group-buying sales for the featured items; and 

^ 8 establishing seller accounts for sellers with a group-buying sale host 

CS 9 associated with the computerized facility. 
B 

1 29. The method of claim 28, further comprising: 

2 assisting sellers provide the data that directs the group-buying sales for the 

3 featured items by providing sellers with a data entry display accessible over the electronic 

4 network. 

1 30. The method of claim 28, further comprising: 

2 assisting the sellers maintain their accounts on the computerized facility by 

3 providing sellers with an account status display accessible over the electronic network. 
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1 31. The method of claim 28, further comprising: 

2 receiving payment from sellers for services provided to the sellers by the 

3 computerized facility hosting the group-buying sale. 

1 ^1. A method that provides self-service group-buying seller services 

2 over an electronic network, comprising: 

3 receiving in a featured item description component a seller's description of 

4 a featured item to be sold in a first group-buying sale conducted on a computerized 

5 facility coupled to buyer computer systems over the electronic network; and 

j=|6 receiving in a sale parameter component the seller's instructions for the 

-3. 

7 group-buying sale and providing the received instructions to the computerized facility. 

m 

: l 33. The method of claim 32 wherein the seller instructions provide 

I 2 directions for at least a second group-buying sale for the featured item, the method 

* 3 further comprising: 

pi 4 sending the seller status data about the first group-buying sale; and 

M : 5 receiving update sale data from the seller that provides updated directions 

O 

D 6 for the second group-buying sale. 
B 

1 A method that provides self-service group-buying seller services 

2 over an electronic network, comprising: 

3 sending first data describing a featured item to be sold in a first group- 

4 buying sale from a first computer system to a second computing system that hosts a 

5 group-buying sale, wherein the first computing system is operably coupled to the second 

6 computing system over an electronic network; 

7 sending second data providing instructions for the group-buying sale from 

8 the first computing system to the second computing system; and 

9 receiving scheduling data in the first computing system about the group- 
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10 buying sale from the second computing system. 

1 'hpf A computer-readable data transmission medium containing a data 

2 structure comprising: 

3 (a) a first portion that defines a featured item for a first group-buying 

4 sale, wherein the first group-buying sale is conducted by a computerized facility over an 

5 electronic network operably coupled to computing systems of potential buyers of the 

6 featured item; 

7 (b) a second portion that provides directions to the computerized facility 

8 for conducting the first group-buying sale; and 

O 9 (c) a third portion that identifies a seller of the featured item. 

01 

jjf 1 36. The computer-readable data transmission medium of claim 35 



==12 wherein the first portion, the second portion, and the third portion are adapted for 
pi 3 transmission over an electronic network to the computerized facility. 



K 



h 1 37. The computer-readable data transmission medium of claim 35 

b 2 wherein the first portion, the second portion, and the third portion are configured for 

□ 3 receipt by the computerized facility following transmission over an electronic network, 

4 the computerized facility storing the first portion, second portion, and third portion in a 

5 data repository. 

1 ylL A computer-readable medium having computer-executable 

2 instructions for performing a method for aggregating demand in group-buying sales 

3 conducted across an electronic network, comprising: 

4 receiving item data from a seller that defines a featured item for a first 

5 group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the data over the electronic network to a 

6 computerized facility configured to conduct group-buying sales over the electronic 
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7 network; 

8 receiving sale data from the seller that provides the seller's directions for 

9 the first group-buying sale, wherein the seller transmits the data over the electronic 

10 network to the computerized facility; and 

11 storing the received item data and the received sale data in a data 

12 repository, wherein the computerized facility uses the received sale data in conducting 

13 the first group-buying sale of the featured item defined by the received item data. 



13. 

m 
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